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The Chief Scout flies high

How to make CubJam
By AMELIA COLLINS
Photos RYAN HOLMES

Here come the Cub Scouts!
CubJam officially began 

yesterday with plenty of fun 
activities and areas for the next 
generation of Scouts to enjoy. It 
continues till Friday.

The CubJam team had to 
rebuild their site after Sunday’s 
dust storm, and by Monday 
morning CubJam was full of 
happy and messy Cubs.

Even the Leaders were 
excited. CubJam Marketing 
Manager Peter Coffey, said: “I 
just love that Cub Scouts are so 
enthusiastic. I just love that age 
in Scouting.”

Activities ranged from the 
epic and messy like Oobleck and 
3D Twister to the chill and artsy 
like bracelet making.

If you pass the CubJam site, 
make sure to say hi to the up 
and coming Scouts.

Photo CAMERON 
WHITE

There was no 
warning from the 
BOM and then 
someone noticed it: 
at 5.41 pm Sunday 
a massive storm 
was 10 minutes 
from hitting 
VicJam. Or to use 
the language of 
the Emergency 
Management 
Centre: “a significant 
wind event including 
dust storm.”

The EMC’s 
warning via SMS 
and the Elmore PA 
allowed Leaders to 
drop marquees and 
other tall structures. 
But some marquees, 
tents and fences 

were flattened or 
smashed. Several 
Scouts suffered 
asthma.

Sub-camp 1 
and CubJam were 
worst impacted, 
and firies and 
Leaders jumped 
in to lend a hand, 
especially for JSLs 
minding sites while 
their Units were on 
expedition. CubJam 
was rebuilt on 
Monday morning 
just before the Cubs 
arrived.

Unit 123 was 
empty – JSL 
Brendan Watson 
was at an important 
off-site meeting 
– when the storm 
brought down the 
123 ‘Cathedral’ 

dining shelter. Ross 
Elliott at the Scout 
Shop was quick to 
sell him the water 
bottle marquee 
used on Visitors 
Days and eight 
Scouts marched it 
back to camp.

The JamCam 
videos of the storm 

were a ratings 
sensation on 
social media and 
we appreciate 
the wonderful 
messages from 
parents. #Resilience 
#BeAScout

PS We’ll never 
criticise AJ2019 
again.

Storm in a campsite

By AMY GRAHAM 
Photos PAUL RODGERS and PHILL STEVENS

The Chief Scout of Australia has flown in from Canberra to spend a 
day with us.

His Excellency David Hurley, Governor-General and Chief Scout 
Australia, and his wife, her Excellency Linda Hurley, came to see what 
VicJam has to offer.

Unit 125 shared a game of Connect Four with the Governor-
General before Tye was lucky enough to receive a medallion in 
possibly one of the most unequal badge trades in Jamboree history. 
Ari from Unit 245 chatted to Mrs Hurley about yabby traps over 
lunch.

His Excellency had a great time axe throwing, proving to be a great 
shot. Vertical World was the last stop, stepping out of their comfort 
zones on the flying fox. “I did things I didn’t expect,” said Mrs Hurley. 
“Everyone was friendly…you could tell the Scouts were having fun.”

The Governor-General and Mrs Hurley met through Scouting 
and serve as Venturer and Cub Leaders respectively in NSW. His 
Excellency said: “We are getting back to traditional Scouting ... the 
wind, the sun, the dirt. Scouting is enjoyment for a purpose, to grow 
as a person. Let [Scouting] grow because it does wonders.”

Top: Mrs Hurley throws an axe.
Above: Badge swap with Tye from Unit 125The Chief Scout of Australia in action
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Mission Critical Info

It’s the complete set of VicJam 
memories - the first nine issues of 
DLC plus a bonus 10th edition ** in 
a schmick presentation folder. Just 
$29.95 including home delivery.
** The only way to get it is by 
asking your doggo to order online 
at www.vicjam.com.au/merch
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HOME SWEET 
ELMORE

By TADC QUIRKE
Photo by PHILL STEVENS 

Eaglehawk is just 47 kms south of Elmore, 

and one of the closest Groups to VicJam.

We asked 1st Eaglehawk Scouts, who live 

half an hour down the road, how they felt 

about VicJam being so close to home. 

They’d seen the site ages before. Adam 

attended AJ2019 and said there’s no way 

the dirt can be worse this time, but Hamish 

reckons it’s going to be really dry and dusty 

by the final day. We’ll see!

Hannah was most excited about hanging 

out with friends, and Josh about not dealing 

with siblings for a whole 11 days.

Despite being just down the road, 1st 

Eaglehawk still had some problems getting 

ready – Josh’s computer crashed seven 

times trying to pick an activity!

Eaglehawk Scouts; Josh, Genevieve, Hamish, Gideon, Adam excited to hope onto the bus for 10 days of fun!
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UNSTOPPABLE 

The zombie Jamboree that wouldn’t die

In January this year, the Chief 

Commissioners around Australia made the 

tough decision to scrap AJ2022 – border 

closures, lockdowns, and some other stuff.

But Victoria pressed on.

Over the next 11 days we celebrate the 

resilience of Scouts, Venturers and Leaders 

who believed that we could defy a global 

pandemic and run Scouting at home and 

organise a Jamboree on Zoom.

Then gather on the lush green lawns and 

soft soil of Elmore to party hard with nearly 

4500 new friends.
We are a temporary town of more than 

4000 people with a shopping centre, the 

VicJam supermarket, dining areas for 

Leaders and Venturers, a police station, fire 

station, first aid assistance centre, radio 

station, daily newspaper, activity bases and 

the VicJam Arena.

We will enjoy amazing on-site activities 

and nightly entertainment; we will travel to 

16 off-site locations to tackle adventures 

and overnight expeditions.

We arrived today on 88 buses, and we’ll 

journey out each day on 55. Transport is a 

big item - $950,000 – in our budget of $5.5 

million.
Another big item is food: $1.25 million. 

The shopping list includes 5 tonnes of milk, 

5586 loaves of bread, 8 pallets of cereal, 

523 bottles of sauce, 1098 litres of custard, 

1.015 km of sausages and 23 different fruits 

and vegetables.The biggest budget item is activities. Did 

you know you’ve spent $2.3 million of your 

pocket money to have the biggest and best 

range of adventures? Tackle everything you 

can! Enjoy!

By OLLIE PATERASIt’s not easy keeping cool as 
the temperatures 

soar into the 40s. 
It’s even harder for 

Scouts who are out 

in the sun.Temperatures 
are set to rise to 

extreme levels. And 

Matty McKernan, 
General Manager 

- Emergency 
Services, warns 

us all: “Look out for signs of 
dehydration, like 

headaches and 
struggling to keep 

up with your Patrol”.
Matty’s crews 

are spreading the 

word about heat 
stress, reminding 

people to be sun 
smart, drink water 

and get in the 
shade.

Remember 
to seek shade as 

quickly as possible 
at the first sign 

of heat stress, to 

keep hydrating 
and to seek help if 

you’re not getting 
any better after 15 

minutes. In an emergency, 

our emergency 
management 

centre can be 
contacted 24/7 at 

03 4416 3801.

Hot, Hot, Hot
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Blue skies, buses heading out, on-site 

Worlds waking up… welcome to Day 1 of 

Activities.
Off-site buses were scheduled to depart 

between 7.30 and 10 am – heading all 

over the state, from Bendigo for Bicycle 

Adventure, to Whittlesea’s Funfields Theme 

Park and from the Echuca Explorer by the 

Murray River to Lake Nagambie for Wet 

Wild and Windy.At the Wet Wild and Windy Adventure, 

Scouts rotate through five water- based 

activities: sailing; stand-up paddle boards 

and kayaks; an on-water aqua park; a 

30-metre giant water slide; and swimming 

with inflatables. Wet Wild and Windy is 

only running today and tomorrow. After 

that, the venue will be running the Paddle 

Away overnight Expedition. “We’ve been 

working for more than 12 months on 

putting together a great activity,” says 

activity leader Davo Bryars. “We’re really 

looking forward to every Scout enjoying 

themselves.”

On-site days are full of challenge. At 

Vertical World, Scouts will be harnessed as 

they move through abseiling, rock climbing, 

caving and zip lines. In the low zone they will 

tackle bouldering, low ropes, ladders, clip 

and climb, horizontal bungee and knot skills. 

Tech World offers a huge range of tech-

based activities, plus the RadioActiv8 wide-

game, where Scouts will compete across 

the whole VicJam site to save the planet 

from a covert alien invasion. Add Water 

World, Outback World, Active World and 

Our World and there’s never a dull moment 

on-site.

By OLLIE PATERASPhoto COLLETTE LARK
Who knew global app developers have 

Christmas holidays?The critically acclaimed JamStan app 

has arrived, well, sort of. Critical components of the app are now 

available at vicjam.com.au/jamstan
The web-version can be utilised 

by all on site. Scouts can get their unit 

login from their JSL, to access their 

program, shopping lists, menus, and 

recipe cards. Service Leaders and 

Ventures don’t need a login, but there 

is not much to see yet. A massive thank you to Jackson 

Isted and Josh Lacey for their 
incredible efforts pulling an all-nighter 

to get this alternative running. 
Keep your ears out on VicJam 

Radio for any updates on the Apple 

and Google Play release.

JamStan (sort of)

Photo: LACEY EWENSON
Unit 114 are happy to be here.

More bus action on page 3

Lights, Cameras, Action!

DLC Down
LoadedCampsite
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By GILL CARTER
Photos TED 
HUGHES and 
AYSHIA BEEKMAN

Down at the 
beautiful off site 
activity of Wet, Wild 

& Windy, the Scouts 

made a huge 
splash in each of 

the water-themed 

bases. This is the 

perfect way to 
cool off in the heat 

and it gives Scouts 

the opportunity to 

try activities such 

as sailing, paddle 

boarding, aqua 
park and of course 

the 10m tall, 30m 

long and 420kg 
beast that is the 
inflatable water 

slide. 
Daisy from Unit 
209 said “I had so 

much fun splashing 

in the water with 
my friends.” Patrick, 

Alice and Mathena 

from Unit 239 all 

had a great time at 

the paddle boards 

and while sailing. “I 

paid my friend $4 

to use the paddle 

board!” said Alice. 

Cassie from Unit 
229 is here for her 

second Jamboree. 

She was most 
excited about the 

water slide: “It’s a 

massive drop from 

the top compared 

to how it looks at 

the bottom. Once 

you go down there’s 

a big splash at the 

end and you want 

to go again!” 
“Just look out there 

at the Scouts on 
the aqua park” said 

Davo Bryar, the 
Leader in charge 

of the event. “As 
Leaders, we want 

to see the Scouts 

enjoy growing 
up in a safe 
environment.”

IT’S WET, IT’S WILD, IT’S WINDY!!

DLC Draw
Leader
Cartoons
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HAPPY NEW YEAR, HAPPY NEW START

After a crazy two 

years, VicJam is 

ready to launch us 

into an awesome 

2022 and a fresh 

start for everyone.

The new year 

is certainly looking 

up, particularly for 

Scouts starting 

high school - a new 

phase of their life 

with more freedoms 

and opportunities. 

Chloe and Emma 

of Unit 220 are 

excited to make new 

friends and gain 

more independence, 

including walking 

to school. Chloe is 

especially excited 

for the opportunity 

to attend a New 

Zealand Jamboree. 

Ollie Pateras, 

the VicJam Unit 

Leader, is starting 

university in 2022. 

“Stress less, don’t 

worry what other 

people think,” are 

his words of advice 

on getting the most 

out of 2022.

Deputy Chief 

Commissioner, 

Daniella Taglieri, 

says to “find the 

joy and beauty in 

every moment.” 

Kara Barker from 

the Welfare team 

also offers some 

advice. “Get out 

and about and live 

every moment to 

the fullest.”

From badges 

to activities, 

concerts to off-site 

expeditions, 

memories to 

friendships, VicJam 

is a fantastic way 

to kick off the year. 

Thanks for a New 

Year’s we’ll never 

forget and here’s to 

an amazing 2022!

By GAVIN WHITE

Photo MELANIE SOKLEVSKI

Two years ago, Cobargo, NSW, was hit hard, 

losing 70 homes as bushfires swept across 

eastern Australia.

Three Scouts and a Leader at 1st 

Cobargo lost their homes. Their Group gear 

was all destroyed, except one tent.

Leader Louise Allery says: “There 

wouldn’t be a Scout… who wasn’t evacuated 

or threatened with evacuation.”

Unit 238 are now looking forward to 

better times.  

“I can just relax. I have a bunch of friends 

here,” says Eva. 

“It’s a chance to try new things,” says 

Lucinda.

They are at VicJam thanks to a grant 

from Bendigo Bank, while “Porsche fanatics” 

donated each Scout camping gear.

For 1st Cobargo, Scouting has shown its 

real value, a point of stability and certainty 

in an uncertain and changing world. 

Leader Matthew Farran says: “1st 

Cobargo are like a family. We all look out for 

each other.”

A New Start for Cobargo in 2022

By AMY GRAHAM, TARA ROYSTON and SETH LOCKWOOD

Photos HANNAH TOOLEY AND VANESSA HAM
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WHAT’S ON

Eve, Unit 240
An extra blanket which we have used to 
make a change room in our tent to give 
people privacy.

Oscar, Unit 122
An extra stretcher, in case mine broke. 
My parents took it away on market day, 
hopefully my stretcher doesn’t break.

Henry, Unit 230
15 pairs of underpants, just in 
case we end up in lockdown I’ll 
have enough for 60 days

Sisley, Unit 126
A Rubik’s Cube, in case I was 
bored.

Coco, Unit 134
Three hoodie jumpers, in case 
it gets really cold. If it gets cold 
I’ll wear a new one every hour.

Max, Unit 131
A bike puncture repair kit in case some 
one gets a hole in their air mattress, or 
a flat tyre.

Elmore today 
Mostly sunny, 
winds lightening,  
top of 35
Elmore tomorrow 
Thunderstorms 
and mild winds, 
a top of 31

Bendigo: 
Thunderstorms and 
mild winds, top of 32 

Echuca: 
Thunderstorms and 
mild winds, top of 32
Shepparton: 
Thunderstorms and 
mild winds, top of 31
Caveat: 
Thunderstorms, top 
of 24
Mt Martha: Winds 
increasing with 
Thunderstorms, top 
of 22

Whittlesea: Light 
winds and 
Thunderstorms,  
top of 26

Mushroom 
Kingdom: High 
chance of lightning, 
top of 21

Homesick Scouts?
We’re over halfway through VicJam 
and some of the Scouts in your Patrol 
have possibly now been away from 
home longer than any time in the past. 
Remember that being homesick is 
normal (even your Leaders probably 
miss their family, their pets and their own 
bed). The best way to deal with it, is to 
keep your Patrol members active and 
focused on the exciting activities you 
have got coming up. Remind them about 
the aspects of VicJam they particularly 
like. And make sure no-one puts them 
down for feeling homesick. (But I’m sure 
this wouldn’t happen in YOUR Patrol!).

tonight
VicJam Arena
7 .30 pm MasterChef and Magic
Club EXP
7.45 pm Movie: Spirited Away
Village Green
7 pm VicJam Radio Night Shift; 
 Badge Club open 

tomorrow
Activity Departures (Last Bus)
(Lunch pickup, 30 minutes before departure)
7.30 am Bicycle Adventure, 
 Underground Adventures, 
 Climate Captains
7.45 am Rock Climbing, Amazing Race
8 am Echuca Explorer (Units 101-204)
8.15 am Hiking and Biking
8.30 am Paddle Away
8.45 am Funfields (Units 101-142)
9 am Funfields (Units 201-246)
9.15 am Ski, Swim & Skim
9.30 am Echuca Explorer (Units 205-246)
Village Green
8- 9 am Coffee and food trucks open
9 am – 6 pm Scout Shop
10 am – 9.30 pm My World – chill out zone.
10 am Heritage and Badge Club open
5 pm Scouts’ Own (Youth forum)

tomorrow night
VicJam Arena
7.30 pm Homegrown with ‘Mal and Ky’ and 
‘Rock Academy Australia”
Club EXP
7.45 pm Movie: The Greatest Showman

By TARA ROYSTON 
and AMY GRAHAM
Photos YODA

Attention, all the 
space lovers out 
there - VicJam is 
about to level up.

Our Amateur 
Radio team is 
tonight hosting 
a live linkup with 

the International 
Space Station (ISS) 
where 16 questions 
asked by Scouts 
will be put to the 
astronauts on 
board.

We have a 10 
minute window at 
10:20 pm tonight 
and we’ll record it 
for replay later.

The ISS linkup 
has been arranged 
by VicJam’s 
amateur radio 
team who  connect 
VicJam to the rest 
of the world.

Activities at 
Amateur Radio 
include listening to 
radios from other 
countries, morse 

code simulators, 
scanning photos 
transmitted from 
satellite stations, 
radio fox scavenger 
hunts, and talking 
on the radio to 
people around the 
world. The station 
is open to Scouts 
from 9 am - 9 pm. 
Check it! out

Connecting to the ISS TONIGHT
Story and Photos 
ADAM PATCHING 

VicJam is lucky to 
have Torin of Unit 
205 - the only 
Queensland Scout 
here.  

He’s from the 
Greenbank Scout 
Group - south of 
Brisbane - and 
is here with his 
Venturer sister, 
Reese and uncle, 
Phil Britt, Deputy 
Chief Director & 
Program Director 
for VicJam.  

He met the other 
members of Unit 
205 by Zooming in 
to their pre-VicJam 
camp at Bell Park 

Scout Camp.
He’s been 

having an absolute 
blast at VicJam 
with his bestie Pat 
aka Spidget - which 
we’re told is short 
for space midget 
due to his obsession 
with space and 
ability to fit through 

low doorways.
He says, “The 

rides at Funfields 
are SO good!” Torin 
is looking forward 
to going back to 
Queensland to cool 
off but first will visit 
his grandmother in 
Morwell.

Single Player - Queensland

VOX POP
What did you pack, just in case?

By MELANIE SOKLEVSKI, Photos VANESSA HAM

By CRASH MARKS
Photos COLLETTE 
LARK

Venturers are 
pushing pedal 
to the metal at 
Mafeking Rover 
Park as they drift 
through Top Gear 
Venturer.

32 Venturers 
raced onsite, keen 
to get behind 
the wheel – an 
experience that was 
a first for many of 
them! The Top Gear 
crew spends three 
full days developing 
them from basic car 
control to driving 
laps around six 
different courses.

The young 
rev-heads will 
also learn car 
maintenance – such 
as how to change a 
tyre, check their oil 
and water, and how 
to tow a trailer.

After a full day 
on the track, they 
can hit the breaks 
and cool off in Lake 

Surfmoot or play a 
round of mini golf, 
with high octane 
movies keeping 
their revs up until 
they reach the 
checkered flag.

Full Throttle Expeditions

By GILL CARTER

VicJam is proud to announce that we will be the first Jamboree with 
an E-sports tournament on-site.

If you are interested in playing Rocket League against other 
teams of Scouts come to the daily sign-ups at Club EXP from 4 to 5 
pm.

Bring along a team of four to this beginner friendly, inclusive 
environment. There are also free play sessions from 2 pm until 4 pm.

The winning team will receive amazing prizes for each of its 
members. If you want to sign up for the competition, make sure your 
team will be on-site for the January 6 when the finals will be held on 
stage at the VicJam Arena – an amazing live gaming experience

Rocket League eSports

By AMELIA COLLINS
Photos by SETH LOCKWOOD

Twice the activities, twice the fun!
Hiking and biking means rogaining and 
mountain biking.

Scouts Victoria's rogaining team has 
been around for 10 years and runs an 
annual activity at Koolamurt Scout Camp.

The biking activity has custom-built bikes 
- they're good ones with solid frames and 
disc brakes.

You even get fitted for a bike with the 
incredible bike stick and get to do basic drills 
before setting off.

If you want to buy one of the Koolamurt 
bikes, you can pre-order them from the 
Scout Shop for pick-up on Jan 8. Used bikes 
$449, new bikes $649.

Hiking and Biking

By TARA ROYSTON
Photo RYAN 
HOLMES

On a day of 40+ 
degrees, a long 
line formed all the 

way around the 
Lunchmart shed. 
What would draw 
such a crowd 
today? Nothing but 
the promise of an 
ice delivery truck. 
After waiting more 
than 30 minutes, 
they started 
chanting “we want, 
we want, ice cubes!” 
Olivia and Alice 
from Unit 235 
said: “It is worth 
waiting for the ice 
so we can have cold 
water.” Alas, the ice 
truck never came! 
Devastating.

Ice, Ice, Baby

WEATHER
or not?

Why buy the DLC souvenir?
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Next Level
Off-site

PHOTOS
1:  On wheels at Hikling and Biking.
2:  Abseiling at Harcourt.
3:  Rockclimbing at Harcourt.
4:  All OK at Dive Deep.
5:  About to Dive Deep.
6:  One of the slides at Funfields
7:  Sailing at Mornington Mystery Tour.

 

8:  On the trail at Hiking and Biking
9:   Scout4 at Top Gear Venturer Expedition.
10:  Happy faces at Wet, Wild and Windy.
11:  Funfields.
12:  Ahoy! from Echuca Explorer.
13:  The cars line up at Top Gear Venturer 
  Expedition.

Photos: Chris Anderson, Bruce Ellis, Lacey Ewenson, Alan Harding,  
Collette Lark, Seth Lockwood, Phill Stevens.
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VicJam Easter Eggs

What is the 
best activity at 
CubJam?

Erin, Unit 232
The one where they 
put up the gazebos, 
again.

If someone loses 
their ID tag, does 
that mean they lose 
their identity?

Rylee, Unit 234
Sorry … who are 
you?

Did you know that 
one in 10 people is 
a space shark and 
one in two people is 
a Russian spy?

Maddie, Unit 123
No, I didn’t. You 
should totally use 
these facts in a 
class talk or your 
VCE final exams.

When should I go 
annoy 137 since my 
sister is there?

Alex, Venturer
I wouldn’t do that. 
Sisters are people 
too.

How many Scouts 
does it take to 
change a lightbulb?

Erin, Unit 232
Three: one to plan, 
one to do, one to 
review.

Pulled pork?
TJ, Unit 134

Yes, pulled pork.

Can we get free 
ice-cream when 
it gets over 35 
degrees?

Mikayla, Unit 202
Hey everyone, 
Mikayla from 202 
is shouting free ice 
creams if we get to 
35. (Mikayla, I hope 
I’ve understood 
your question 
correctly.)

How many people 
are currently doing 
Scouts, including 
Joeys, Cubs, 
Venturers, and 
Rovers?

Casey, Cub
It’s very hot at the 
moment so I’m 
guessing about 5.

What do you think 
of fake names?

Joshua, Unit 106
So “Joshua”, what 
are you planning? 

Have you seen my 
drink bottle?

Anna, Unit 225
I think the problem 
is, have you seen it?

How did they get 
the stage here?

Renee, Unit 202
It’s actually a 
Transformer and 
folds up quite small. 
Our Entertainment 
burgermeister Mark 
Black brought it in 
his backpack.

How much did the 
whole of VicJam 
cost?

Jonathan, Unit 112
5.5 million J-Bucks.

I have a question 
for the Moderator 
that I think is on all 
our minds.
What if… Vic Jam 
was perched in 
a giant chicken 
nugget?

Ethan, Unit 117
OMG, how did you 
work that out? You 
are smarter than 
Galileo, Newton 
and Einstein all 
rolled into one 
giant wrap. VicJam 
– and the whole 
galaxy – are inside 
a giant chicken 
nugget, orbiting a 
Whopper.

Ya like jazz?
Alexander, 236

I dig the platters 
that matter, you hip 
daddy-o.

I was wondering 
if I could submit 
a question to the 
Moderator.

Izzy, Unit 117
Yes, you can. 

My question is, Do 
you say “GIF” or 
“JIF”?
What! A second 
question … ?

Figjam?
Rue, Unit 202

Yes, FigJam.

Who first came 
up with frozen 
bananas dipped in 
chocolate?

Sienna, Unit 115
An idea from 
Florida, perfected 
in Melbourne, now 
run by Brett Elliott 
(former 1st Ivanhoe 
like his famous 
brother Ross “Scout 
Shop” Elliott). True 
story!

Why is the 
Moderator a secret?

Charli, Unit 202
I am on page 7 of 
every DLC. What 
secret? 

What are you doing 
to safely remove 
the rubbish in an 
environmentally 
considerate way?

Maxin and Aiden, 
Unit 234

We send it to 
Cuboree. They’ll 
know what to do. 

Why are all the 
streets gaming and 
tech references?

Charlie, Unit 116
Something about 
Take it to the Next 
Level … ?

If ice is solidified 
water, can you 
drink air?

Nat, Unit 106
Only if it’s really 
cold, like the Leader 
showers after peak 
hour.

Why is Shane 
Jacobson 
everywhere?

Alex, 112
He’s actually a 
hologram. When he 
was at the opening 
ceremony, he was 
also on TV, doing 
a musical, and 
cooking a barbecue 
for his family.

Ask the Moderator

Daily 
Twins

Send your 
questions, news and 

photos to 
dlc@vicjam.com.au

Or drop in to the offices 
of DLC.

By BREE INGRAM 
Photo ADAM 
PATCHING

Elysa of Unit 131 
has achieved her 
Australian Scout 
Award (ASA) after 
several long years 
of challenges. S

She had to 
face COVID-19 
lockdowns, and a 
program change 
on her journey 
to complete this 
achievement. 

Elysa states 
that learning how 
to organise a hike 
was the best thing 

that she learned, 
despite not being 
able to go on hers 
due to a flood. 

Elysa is really 
excited for the rest 
of VicJam and has 
had a brilliant time 
so far. 

Congratulations 
Elysa!

Australian Scout Award on the 
busiest day of VicJam!

By GILL CARTER
Photo AYSHIA 
BEEKMAN

For Scouts looking 
for a more relaxed 
moment there 
is Club EXP and 
Rocket League 
gaming – both at 
the Village Green 
end of the big shed. 

Club EXP shows 
a different movie 
every night and 
there’s free popcorn 
on offer. Keep an 
eye on this paper 
and the sign outside 
Club EXP for which 
film is playing next.

Alex from Unit 

122 said “I’m excited 
for the movie nights.”

Large fans 
keep Club EXP, the 
gaming area and 
Scouts cool.

The gaming 
area splits Scouts 
into teams of 4v4 to 
play Rocket League. 
You can drop in any 

time during the day 
to compete with or 
against your mates.

There will be 
tryouts for the 
e-sports finals 
on Jan 6 – the 
second last night 
of VicJam. Why 
not get a team 
together?

Movies and Matchups

By AMY GRAHAM
Photo ADAM 
PATCHING

There wouldn’t be 
many people that 
know more about 
Scouting than 
Neville Cartledge 
OAM, Victorian 
Scout Life Member.

He went to his 
first of 18 Australian 
Jamborees in 
1955 and has a 
lifetime of service 
to the Scouting 
movement.

He understands 
how Scouting 
inspires and 

provides opportunities.
Over many years 

of service, Neville 
has been a Troop 
Leader, delivery 
driver and worked 
in the staff kitchens 
and Scout Shop.

Neville is excited 
to help out in the 
Scout Shop.

A Lifelong Scout

By GILL CARTER
Photo AYSHIA BEEKMAN

Down at the Lunch Mart, Scouts going to offsite activities stock up 
on a delicious packed lunch of their own choosing, before jumping 
on the bus to their adventure of the day. 

Served by a friendly team of Venturers and Leaders the Lunch 
Mart team are encouraging the Scouts to try the featured item on 
their menu, the Tuna & Capsicum Sandwich. “It’s soft, moist, easy 
to eat, and the flavours really blend together nicely. It’s definitely 
worthy of 3 Michelin stars,” said the Venturers. 

This is also the first time at a Jamboree that Scouts will get to 
select their own a pre-made lunch from the tuck shop rather than 
making it back at camp. No doubt this will be a real time saver for 
excited Scouts going to off-site activities

By AMELIA COLLINS
Photo TED HUGHES

I got a chance to chat with the State 
Commissioner - Heritage, Peter Datson, 
about the Heritage Tent. 

The tent is not only educational, but also 
fun. There are a ton of hands on activities 
available, including learning semaphore and 
morse code, quizzes, and a mini cinema. 

The best part is the 1930’s style 
campsite, with custom made wooden 
pegs. When I asked about the pegs it was 
revealed they had to take star pickets and 
hammered them into the ground before 
inserting the wooden ones. 

A scout should always be prepared after all.

By TARA ROYSTON
Photo MELANIE SOKLEVSKI

Having one set of twins in a Unit at VicJam 
is rare but having two, like Unit 207, is 
awesome.7. 

Riley and Harry are not identical and 
have a massive height difference. Although 
Riley is the shorter twin, he is older by two 
minutes. 

On the other hand, Evie and Siena who 
look alike, are two completely different 
people. They hate when people assume 
that they are the same and don’t bother to 
learn their many differences. For example, 
Siena loves to work out while Evie loves 
naps. 

They especially hate when people think 
that they can share a single chocolate bar, 
when they want an entire one each!

Dr Gareth Andrews and Dr 
Richard Stephenson are 
preparing for The Last Great 
First, a world first ski crossing of Antarctica.

Over 110 days, covering 2600 km, and each pulling a 200 kg 
sled, this will be the ultimate demonstration of human resilience, 
dedication, and focus.

Fuelled by teamwork, commitment, sheer willpower and passion, 
they must maintain a steady pace through harsh and extremely 
cold conditions.

Come down to the Village on Wednesday and Thursday to meet 
Gareth and try their training drills. Check out their merch in the 
Scout Shop.

A Visit to Scout 
Heritage

Double Trouble

Polar 
exploration  
at VicJam

Fuel up at the Lunch Mart

Venturers Cleo, Hayden, Declan, and Tara from East Tarago and 
Whaley Venturer Units.

WildFire
By MELANIE SOKLEVSKI
Photo ADAM PATCHING

WildFire, the red dinosaur, was spotted with 
their entourage at the New Year’s Eve Rave. 
Owner, Chloe, gave an exclusive interview 
to DLC and gave three reasons for Wildfire’s 
name: “One, WildFire is a cool name; two, 
the name matches the suit and three, why 
not?”

WildFire’s team includes security detail Zoe 
and Nina along with media manager Paige.

By AMELIA COLLINS
Photos LACEY 
EWENSON and 
COLLETTE LARK

Karin and daughter 
Erica are incredible 
circus performers 
and, more 
importantly, Scouts.

They agreed to 
be in the opening 
ceremony during 
lockdown, which 
meant all planning 
and rehearsal 
had to be done 
remotely. They 
didn’t even know 
what the dancers 
around them would 
be doing until the 
day before the 
event.

If you want autographs from these two 
awesome performers, find them at Vertical 
World.

High Flying 
Circus Tricks

By BREE INGRAM
Photos CADEL 
McCOLL, PHILL 
STEVENS and 
AYSHIA BEEKMAN

Despite a late start, 
the comedy show 

left the crowd in 
hysterics.

Host Daniel 
Mercer energetically 
introduced the five 
acts – one of which 
he had to introduce 
several times.

Annie Louie, 
DJ Henkel, Patrick 
Collins and many 
more performed 
to overall positive 
reactions from the 
crowd.

The crowd even 

remembered the 
janitor, who was 
responsible for the 
cleanest stage this 
side of VicJam.

The final act was 
met incredibly well 
by the active crowd.

Overall, it was 
a good night filled 
with much laughter 
and memories 
made by the 
Scouts.

Healing The World With Comedy

Hidden things we’ve noticed around the camp
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Turning 12
Caleb, Unit 103

Turning 13
Ashton, Unit 215
Hamish, Unit 138
Harry, Unit 234

Turning 14
Amelia, Unit 218
Darcy, Unit 241
Grace, Unit 129
Immy, Unit 114
Kaitlin, Unit 114
Stirling, Unit 203

Turning 15
Breanna, 
Mornington Magic
Zinnia, Unit 107

Turning 16
Aiden, Top Gear

Turning 18+
Adrian Rietwyk, 
Unit 205
Sam Parfuss, 
Program:  
Best of the Bay
Stephen Brennan, 
Program 
Climate Captains

Toby, Unit 245 
An air horn so I can wake up every 
campsite in a 50m radius

Tessa, Unit 114
I want to get better than my brother  
at chess 

William, Unit 221 
All my friends brought them  
[he brought fish thongs]

Violet, Unit 109
So I can get in the couch  
like a hotdog

Ben, Unit 102 
I brought a science textbook 
because I was bored of math

Brianna, Unit 233 
It’s a tradition to bring  
a kazoo

LoL

6 PEOPLE WHO
Brought the weirdest item
By TARA ROYSTON, Photos HANNAH TOOLEY 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

for today

By CAMP_CRASHER_22

We’re getting close to the end of the 
campaign, but we’re not there yet. Our 
team is starting to struggle – it’s 
getting harder to work together. Things 
keep overheating and everyone is 
getting super tired and struggling with 
lag, so it’s becoming a bigger challenge 
to keep levelling up. 

We checked in with The Moderator, 
who suggested we pause for a bit to 
replenish our HP and get our comms 
back online, because we can’t be a 
strong team if we don’t listen to each 
other.

The Mod reminded us that, while 
we’re all overclocking and overheated, 
if we support each other through the 
lag we can still get a high score.

Mission Log #5:

“I don’t care if there’s hot water in the 
shower, I just want water.”

“It feels like 70 degrees!”

“Um, Australia isn’t real.”

“I pied him, he pied me, we  
love each other, family!”

“It’s…certainly warm”

“Look! Theres a whirly  
twirly made of dust.”

“Are you trading kisses for jambucks?”

“FREE PANCAKES!”

“I’m happy, you’re happy, 
we are all happy.”

“Urgh why are there so many  
people here? How dare they have 

someone to love them”

Scout: “Where’d you get the bike?”
Leader: “Kmart!”
Scout: “…That makes sense.”

By AMY GRAHAM
Photos RYAN 
HOLMES

Land vs Sea Scouts 
is an argument 
which never ends. 
Unit 128 has both 

Land and Sea 
Scouts, leading to 
some interesting 
debates.

Sea Scouts 
insist they’re better 
because they can 
do both water and 
land activities. 
“What do Land 
Scouts do on a hot 
day when they can’t 
go for a swim?,” 
says Luca.

However, Land 
Scouts defend 
their high ground. 
As Cooper puts it: 
“Land Scouts are 
better. Scientifically 
proven higher IQ.” 
[citation needed]

Despite their 
rivalry, both Land 
and Sea Scouts 
agree on one thing: 
they’re both better 
than Air Scouts.

Sea & Land

By AMELIA COLLINS
Photo SETH LOCKWOOD

If you think your Unit has a cool mascot, 
check out the Scouts of Unit 105. 

During one of the Unit’s trade up nights, 
Jack, Zara, Ava, Alana, Tayla, and Georgia 
traded a green plastic cup for a dirty Yoshi with 
a hole in his back.

They managed to fix the Yoshi up and 
bring him to VicJam wearing their Unit’s hat. 

Do you have a Unit Yoshi?

Unit 105 waiting for a name for their Yoshi


